




Cat’s Colors Story Hour Kit 
 

These activities were designed for the picture book CAT’S COLORS by Airlie Anderson  
(Child’s Play-International).  More children’s book activities at CuriousCityDPW.com. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR / ILLUSTRATOR 
 
AIRLIE ANDERSON has been published as an author and illustrator by several notable houses 
such as Child's Play-International, Little Brown & Co, Dover Publications, and Tiger Tales.  She is 
the recipient of several book awards including the 2014 Gold Independent Publishers Book 
Award, the Best English Language Books for Children (Taiwan), as well as the 2008 Practical 
Preschool Award.  Airlie grew up in Carmel, California. The town's fairytale charm and origins as 
an artists' colony made a strong impression on her as a child. She graduated from the Rhode 
Island School of Design with a BFA in illustration and now lives near Princeton, New Jersey.   
Discover more at airlieanderson.com.  

 
EXPLORING & PREPARING FOR THE ACTIVITIES 
 

You will, of course, create your own grand program or lesson plan! Following are simply 
suggested ways to create an event or classroom experience. 
 
___ Locate a copy of the picture book CAT’S COLORS by Airlie Anderson  
(Child’s Play-International). 
 
___ If you list your events in newsletters and online calendars, here is some text to help with 
those listings: 
 
Cat goes looking for colors on a rainy day.  Each color she encounters adds a bright spot to her 
white fur. Children who come for a reading of the picture book CAT’S COLORS by Airlie 
Anderson (Child’s Play-International) will discover the magical outcome of Cat’s colored spots.  
After a read-aloud, we will collect cats and colors of our own in a fun-filled feline treasure hunt.  
All welcome, but best for ages 3-7. 
 
___ If this event is for the public, print out the event poster on page 7, add your date,   
time, and location, and duplicate it to advertise the event. If you prefer to adapt the poster on 
your mighty computer, you can find a JPEG of the poster design on CuriousCityDPW.com.  
Simply search for “cat” (in the upper right) and navigate to the Cat’s Color Story Hour Kit listing.  
The font on the poster is ITC Kabel Book.   
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EXPLORING & PREPARING FOR THE ACTIVITIES (cont.) 
 
EXPLANATION: In the picture book, Cat collects colors as she explores her world on a gray day. 
Children can collect colors along with Cat when they are given a cut-out of Cat. 
 
___ Print “Cat” on page 8 on regular paper or cardstock.  Print enough so that each child can 
have a Cat of their own.  Cut out the Cats. 
 
EXPLANATION: Cat’s colors come from things she encounters one-by-one in the natural world.  
Each new color she finds appears as a spot on her white fur.  You can create color encounters 
for children and their cut-out Cats by making stations with colored crayons and colored items.  
We recommend those color items be displays of picture books with predominant colors on the 
cover.  As children find each color station, they can use the crayon to color a spot on Cat.  

 
___ Separate your crayon collection by color.  Cat’s colors are green, red, blue, purple, 
orange, black, and yellow.  Pick out enough crayons so that several children can be at a color 
station at a time. 
 
___ Decide what you will use to mark your color stations.  If you want to display picture books, 
use the list on pages 9-11 to get you started on picture book displays arranged by predominant 
cover color!  If you want to resort the list, you can find it in Excel on CuriousCityDPW.com.  
Simply search for “cat” (in the upper right) and navigate to the Cat’s Color Story Hour Kit listing 

 
EXPLANATION: Cat’s secret is that she is about to have kittens.  In 
the sweet logic of children’s literature, each one of those kittens is 
born a different color.  Each kitten matches a color that Cat has 
collected.  The secret is revealed to readers after two curious 
spreads of cat hiding in a shrub.  The reward of seeing the full 
litter of colorful kittens is a reveal sure to make your children gasp. 
 
You can re-create that experience by making small paper shrubs 
that conceal seven kittens.  This can be done with a cut-out shrub 
attached to the outside of a rolled-up lunch bag with seven cut-
out kittens inside. 
 
___ Print the “Cat’s Shrub” on page 12 on regular paper.  Print enough so that each child can 
have a shrub of their own.  Cut out the shrubs. 
 
___ Print the “Cat’s Kittens” on page 13 on regular paper.  Print enough so that each child can 
have a full set.  Cut out the kittens.  I know!  This is a lot of cutting, but the outcome is pretty 
adorable! 
 
___ Locate paper lunch bags.  You will need one lunch bag for each child. 
 
___ Place the seven cut-out kittens in the bottom of a fully opened lunch bag.  Tape or glue the 
shrub cut-out to the bag.  The bottom of the cut-out should touch the bottom edge of the bag.  
Fold the bag down and tape it shut.  Ideally the shrub cut-out should hide the bag sitting 
behind it.  
 
EXPLANATION: On the final spread, Cat walks up a hill with her seven colored kittens in a 
prancing line behind her. Your children can color their kittens at each color station or come back 
to a craft table to color them.   
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EXPLORING & PREPARING FOR THE ACTIVITIES (cont.) 
 
EXPLANATION: Consider connecting all the cats by taping ribbon or string to the backs of the 
kittens. Children can attach the kittens to mama Cat or even wear the string of cats around their 
neck like a necklace!  Regardless, all the pieces of this activity can go home in the Shrub Bag for 
further home play. 
 
___ Decide whether you will have children color their kittens and string them together.  Decide 
what they will attach the kittens to and secure those materials. 
 
EXPLANATION: Alternatively, you can have the children make a standee with Cat and her kittens.  
If you make loops out of a 20-25” length of cardstock or poster board that are about 2.25” wide, 
children can affix the cats to the loop. With Mama Cat affixed to the inside and the kittens on the 
outside of the loop, the characters of CAT’S COLORS stand up on their own!  This method also 
works as a pretty amazing CAT’S COLORS hat!  
 
You can see a sample of this on CuriousCityDPW.com.  Simply search for “cat” (in the upper 
right) and navigate to the Cat’s Color Story Hour Kit listing.   
 
___ If you choose to help children make a standee/hat, cut an 8.5 x 11 inch piece of cardstock 
into 4 vertical strips.  Attach two strips to make a loop.  You can also recycle old poster board 
for one long strip. 
 
 

SETTING UP THE DAY OF THE EVENT 
 
___ Create your seven color stations with crayons and picture book displays. 
 
___ Set up your craft table with tape, crayons, and ribbon, string, or paper circles if you intend 
to have the children decorate and connect their kittens. 
 
___ Place the cut-out Cats near your read-aloud chair. 
 
___ Place the Shrub Bags on shelves and in corners for children to go find after they have 
showed you their colored Cat. 
 
  

EVENT ACTIVITIES 
 
___ Read aloud the picture book CAT’S COLORS by Airlie Anderson (Child’s Play-International). 
 
___ Make the connection between the kittens’ colors and Cat’s collection of colors with 
dialogue like: 
 
Can you name the colors of the kittens? [Use the kittens nursing spread.] 
 
Why do you think the kittens are different colors? 
 
Do you think the mama cat went looking for colors to give to her kittens? 
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EVENT ACTIVITIES (cont.) 
 
___ Transition to the activity with dialogue like this: 
 
 I have some mama cats right here under my chair.  Who would like a mama cat? 
 
___ Hand out the cut-out Cats. 
 
Shall we help Cat collect colors?  What colors should Cat have? 
 
If you walk around the room, you will find each of Cat’s colors.  You will also find a crayon.  
What do you think you can do with the crayon?  Yes, give Cat a colored spot! 
 
When you have found all of Cat’s colors, come find me and show me your Cat.  You and Cat will 
get a surprise! 
 
 ___ Point children to Shrub Bags with dialogue like this: 
 
What happened in the book when Cat collected all of her colors? 
 
Did she go into the shrubs?  Can you look around the room and see if you can find a shrub for 
Cat?   
 
When you open the shrub, you and Cat will find a surprise! 
 
___ Have children come to the craft table with dialogue like this: 
 
Should those kittens stay white or should they have Cat’s colors?  
 [Use the kittens nursing spread as inspiration.] 
 
___ Connect the kittens with dialogue like this: 
 
We would not want the seven kittens to get lost.  Should we connect them so their mama can 
keep them safe? 
 
___ Show children how to lay the kittens out in a line colored-side down.  Lay a ribbon or string 
across their backs and tape the string to their backs.  If you leave string or ribbon on each end, 
the kittens can be tied and looped over a child’s head.  Alternatively, attach Cat and her kittens 
to a paper loop. 
 
___ Congratulate yourself on a very colorful event! 
 
 
 
 
















