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YOUNG ADULT NOVELIST SENDS HER FICTIONAL BAND INTO THE RECORDING STUDIO AND THEN ON A NATIONAL SUMMER TOUR 

When Simon & Schuster signed Hilary Weisman Graham for her young adult novel Reunited, they never guessed they would get the endorsement and promotional assistance of former boy band, Level3.  Long before One Direction hit the iPods of U.S. tweens, Level3 held the heartthrob top 40, taking home two MTV awards and winning a Grammy all before the band members were 18. 

Tweens and teenagers may find Level3 back in the news as the band goes on tour to promote Hilary Weisman Graham’s new novel Reunited, a story about 3 ex-best friends traveling 2,000 miles for Level3’s reunion concert.   Those same tweens appearing at libraries to see Level3 perform are in for a surprise:  Level3 is completely fictional.

Yes, Level3 has two hit singles, a website, an unauthorized documentary, and an upcoming tour from Boston to Austin, but they are purely a fabrication of young adult novelist and indie filmmaker Hilary Weisman Graham for her book, Reunited (Simon & Schuster).

“When you see boy bands like One Direction created by stylists and publicists,” says author Hilary Weisman Graham, “it suddenly becomes quite possible to create one of your very own.  I went into the studio with musician friends and recorded Level3’s fake hits. The question then became, can we use a fictional band to inspire kids to read some fiction about fans of said band?”

Librarians, educators, and booksellers are using Level3 to inspire readers this summer by asking them to join Level3’s text message mailing list by texting the word “reunited” to the number 25827.  When readers join, they get free MP3 downloads of Level3 songs, free chapters of the novel Reunited, and if they stay on the list until September 1, 2012, they will be entered to win a gift certificate from TicketMaster to attend a real concert.

“Fiction readers deserve to have their books come alive,” said Kirsten Cappy whose marketing firm, Curious City, devised Level3’s outreach and national tour.  “Why not make a real band tour out of a fictional one?  And on the flip side, if the promise of free music and a concert creates a reader for Reunited, librarians and booksellers will think we rock.”

While it may seem impossible to send a fictional band on tour at libraries this summer, it can be done if you hire a real opening act.  Indie girl rocker, Dilly Dilly will actually be performing at libraries from Boston to Austin and apologizing for Level3’s absence by distributing free MP3s and book chapters.  Dilly Dilly’s booking agent, Michael Whitaker, happens to also be a teen librarian and he is finding libraries happy to play along with the farce.

“Libraries are really looking for new ways to engage readers,” said teen librarian Michael Whitaker of Portland Public Library in Maine, “and this fictional band with a real live opening act is both a hilarious and devious way to bring in new readers.”

In the meantime Simon & Schuster finds itself in the unique position of printing concert posters for Level3 and making arrangements to wrap indie rocker Dilly Dilly’s tour vehicle.  Look for the vehicle on the road this summer and don’t be surprised to spy the tween in your backseat texting for Level3 songs and wondering how she missed out on this former boy band.
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