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From the pages of a young adult novel to a national concert tour
Fictional band rocks quirky book promotion

The former boy band Level3, at the center of the young adult novel Reunited by Hilary Weisman Graham, once occupied the heartthrob top 40, took home two MTV awards and won a Grammy – all before the band members were 18. Now, in an unusual book promotion, Reunited’s publisher Simon & Schuster is bringing the fictional band’s music alive – complete with two hit singles, a website, concert posters, a national “concert tour,” and an unauthorized documentary. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The promotion, for Weisman Graham’s book about three former ex-best friends who travel 2,000 miles to attend Level3’s reunion concert, will be rocking libraries and bookstores from Boston to Austin this summer. “When you see boy bands like One Direction created by stylists and publicists, it suddenly becomes quite possible to create one of your very own,” said Weisman Graham. She went into the studio with musician friends to record Level3’s fake hits. “The question then became, can we use a fictional band to inspire kids to read the novel?” said Weisman Graham.

Simon & Schuster is hoping the unusual promotion will strike a chord with librarians, educators and booksellers. Young adult readers will be encouraged to join Level3’s text message list by texting the word “reunited” to the number 25827. When readers join, they get free MP3 downloads of Level3 songs, free book chapters, and, if they stay on the list until September 1, 2012, they will be entered to win a gift certificate from TicketMaster to attend a real concert.

“If the promise of free music and a concert creates a reader for Reunited, librarians and booksellers will think we rock,” said Kirsten Cappy whose marketing firm, Curious City, devised Level3’s outreach and national tour:  

The “opening act” for the fictional reunion tour will be Indie girl rocker, Dilly Dilly. She will perform at libraries from Boston to Austin and distribute free Level3 MP3s and book chapters. “Libraries are really looking for new ways to engage readers,” said teen librarian Michael Whitaker of Portland Public Library in Maine. Whitaker is helping to schedule the unusual book promotion/music tour. “This fictional band with a real live opening act is both a hilarious and devious way to bring in new readers.”
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