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Wherever You Go: A Graduation Fvent Kit

A GRADUATION EVENT KIT

Aut}lor Pat Z ietlow Miﬂer has watched her daughter march
t}lrough all her school transitions from “stePPing uP” from

preschool to preparing for her upcoming high school graduation
and deParture for coﬂege. The picture book Wherever You
Go is Miller's love song to the journey they have been on and
the road her daughter will take without her—a road that will

always IOOP Lome .

“...reminiscent of the l})rical charm anclpoignantprose ofDr. Seuss’ O]l, the Places You’ll Go!
As vour graJuate [)egins his or }Lerjourne}], so does Miller’s rabbit. Over mountains, t]zroug]l cities, to

oceans anc] l)e};onc[. Sometimes traveling alone, w]u'le ot]wr times accompanieJ [)}7 apile offriends. Ra[)Lit
eméraces Ilfe )s clreams, c[etours, anc] ac[ventures, wit;lz t]Le Promise t]lat no matter ]zow far You may travel,

or w}Lere you ma}; I(IHJ, llome lUlIZ alwa}]s Le t)ltere fOI‘ }JOU. 7 —Tllle ESde A_C]UiSOI‘

Eitller as a bool{ a Parent han(ls a child or a bool{ t}lat a school uses to celel)rate gra(luations at a” ages,
Wherever You Go serves to mark life transitions, give confidence that adventure awaits and

comfort that the parents, teachers, institutions and experiences that have supported students, will still

be there.
“...wor]cs Lest as a candiclate for a grac]uation present. ” —Sc]wol LiLrary]ournal

This Graduation Event Kit offers the foﬂowing tools to helP schools or families celebrate

graduations at any age:

L4 Saml)le graduation sPeech

L] Suggeste(l gra(luation traditions

L4 Graduation medanions to present when graduates “wall(”
L4 P ennant ﬂags to decorate a celebration Space

L “TOPPers” to decorate Cul)calies or otller food, straws or gifts

These activities were created l)y Curious Clty Contact CuriousCityDPW.com for other gra(luation
needs for Wherever You Go or to find additional tools that celebrate children’s books.

All illustrations in this kit are © 2015 by FEliza Wheeler. All rights reserved.
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an(l iuustratcd I)y Eliza WI’ICC]CI’ (Litt]e, Brown Bool{s for Young Rea(lers)
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ABOUT THE BOOK

-Wllel'ever You G’O

By Pat Zietow Miller

Illustrated by Eliza Wheeler

Published by Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
ISBN-13: 9780316400022

Age range: 3 - Adult

Roacls give you c]tances to see]{ anol exPlore.

LR A Want an adventure?
s by Eliza Whedler | | ITNANE s

Just OPC.TI your LIOOI'.

Join an adventurous rabbit and his animal friends as they journey over steep mountain peaks, through
laustling cityscapes, and down long, winding roads to discover the magical worlds that await them just
outside their doors. Award-winning author Pat Zietlow Miller's lilting thyme and bestselling
illustrator Eliza Wheeler's enchanting, lush landscapes celebrate the possibilities that lie beyond the
next bend in the road—the same road that will always lead you home again.

“T]lis joyful [)oo]{ explores t]le power of roacls to transport, connect, entertain, enlig]zten, anc[ return

aclventurers ]lome...Miller’s gentle urging to c]lart new courses...gives t]lis lovely oﬁ[ering aPPeal LOt]I as an
inspirationalgi 4 book and as a bedtime tale.” —Publishers Me]cl},; (starret] review)

IMilZer’s verse, infuseJ wit]1 musical momentum, communicates t]le emotional (11'C]l O/ajourney wit}L
beauti ul Lrevity...At t]le mountain's summit, young readers will glow wit]z the unc]erstanc]ing t]lat roa(]s
connect more than Places-and the assurance t]ley can retrace this reaJing journe}; nig]ztly. " —Kirkus

Reviews (starreJ review)

Al)out the Autlxor
Pat Zietlow Miller is the awar(l-winning Picture book author of Sop]lie s Squas]l who loves
exploring new Places and learning new things. Some of her favorite travels have led her to Hong Kong,

China, and Canada.

Al)out the Illustrator

Eliza Wheeler grew up in northern Wisconsin in a family of artists, musicians, and teachers. Her
picture I)OOl{, Miss MaP le's Seecls, debuted on the New York Times bestseller list. Eliza has
illustrated other children's l)ool{s, inclu(ling The Grudge Keeper (Mara Rocl{liff), and the
Newbery Honor Book Doll Bones (Holly Black).

Graduation activities created for the picture book Wherever You Go l)y Pat Zietlow Miller 2
and illustrated I)y Eliza Wheeler (Little, Brown Books for Young Reaclers)
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DECORATE & CELEBRATE
‘W hether you are Planning a home or school celel)ration, this kit Puﬂs out elements of the book for
event decorations. I liP t}irough this kit to locate ﬂag pennants to print, cut and ilang. Decorate your

cuPcakes or other food, straws and presents with small circle “tOPPers” featuring illustrations from the

book. Look for higiler-resolution stand-alone decoration files when you search “Wherever You Go”
at CuriousCityDPW.com.

SCHOOL GRADUATION
TRADITIONS

Here are some ideas tllat use the story and themes of
Wherever You Go to create gra(iuation celebration

traditions at your school.

Encourage Adventure. Look for the Graduation
Medallions in this kit. One side reacis, “Want an

a(iventure? Just open your door.” T}ie other si(ie leaves
room for a custom message like “Class of 2015.” Follow the
instructions on the sheet to make simPle medallions to Place
over stu(lents’ heads as tlley “waH{” gra(luation. This couid
serve not only as a ](eePsal(e, l)ut also as a continuous

reminder to embrace adventures in learning.

Just OPen YOUI‘ DOOI‘. Coul(i YOU WOI‘I{ Wlt}l YOUI‘

favorite set designer to have children pass through a door on
stage wiien ti'iey “Wal](” graduation? Could you also liave a

blue bike on stage with you? ‘What other visual and
tilematic asPects of tiie 1)00]& could you add to your event?

Road to the New School. Imagine the aﬂegorical
roads in the book as the actual roads to a new school. Can
you take your graduates on a “road trip” to their new school
or classroom? Could the halls be the roads? Could you
organize a walk o bike ride to the new school? Can you

invite Previous gracluates to lead or greet the new students?

Books. If the book is this integrated into your

graduation ceremony, should children be gifted with a copy

signed by staff or should families have an opportunity to buy a copy at graduation?
Contact a local bookseller to brainstorm ideas.

Graduation activities created for the picture book Wherever You Go lay Pat Zietlow Miller 3
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SAMPLE GRADUATION SPEECH

Consider reading Wherever You Go aloud at your graduation ceremony. Even without the
audience being able to see the pictures, the book reads like a poem. A foﬂow—uP graduation sPeech
could be something like:

que bool{ Wherever You Go teﬂs us that roads zoom, I)en(l, reach, merge, grow,

wait, climl’), remember and return.

Is the story taﬂ(ing just about roads or is the story also teﬂing us sornetl'ling about all of you.
I have watched the Class of :

Z oom toward new 1earning (an(l recess),
bend their thinl{ing to compromise with classmates,
reach for a Pencil when they have a new idea, and

merge ideas on a group Project.

I Lave watched the Class of :

Grow both in lqeight and in linowledge,

wait for otl'lers to catch up, ancl

climb beside the ones they have waited for.
The bool{ W}lerever You Go teﬂs us, “Want an adventure? Just open your door.”

You are about to open the (loor of scl'lool for adventures envisioned an(l for some

not yet imagined.
Rememl)er the teachers, staff, students ancl eXPeriences of school tllat set you
on your roacl. Return to us some(lay and teH us of aﬂ your adventures on the road l)eyond our
door.

You will be missed and you will be remembered.

You have been our adventure. Congratulations]

Graduation activities created for the picture book Wherever You Go l)y Pat Zietlow Miller
and illustrated l)y Eliza Wheeler (Litt]e, Brown Books for Young Rea(lers)
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Graduation Medals

Whether they are stepping up to Kint]ergarten or going off to middle school, you can identify
and llonor your graduates l)y Placing this medal around their necl{s as tl'ley enter the event or wall{
tl'le stage. The front of t}le medal sends them off with an adventurous message aml the l)ac]& is reserved

fOI‘ your unique message. FOI examPle, Class Of 2015]

Cut out both circles, af x them l)ac]&—to—l)acli, 1aminate, hole Punclq and string with a ribbon!

Images © Eliza Wheeler from the picture book Wherever You Go (Little, Brown Books for Young Readers)
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Cupcal{e TOPPers, G1ft Tags, Straw TOPPers or Sticl&ers

Print this sheet on white cardstock and cut out the circles with scissors or a 2-inch paper Punch.

Cupca]ce Rppers: Paste backs & fronts with a lolliPOP sticl{, tooth})icl{, or coffee stirrer in between.

Glft Tags: Paste bacl{s & fronts and Puncl’x a lxole for a ril)l)on or string.

Straw TZ)PPers: Paste backs & fronts. Make a slit in the top & bottom with an Exacto knife. Slide straw thru slits.

Stickers: Print on sticker paper & cut out the circles with scissors or a 2-inch paper Punch.

(Litde, Brown Books for Young Readers)

Tmages © Eliza Wheeler from the

picture book Wherever You Go





